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Mission Statement 

To assist the 45th Space Wing in preserving, protecting, promoting, and interpreting the Cape Canaveral  

Lighthouse and its historical significance to the Florida Space Coast, State of Florida, and our Nation 

A Few Words from Bob Merrilees 

 President, Cape Canaveral Lighthouse Foundation 

The Cape Canaveral Lighthouse Foundation continues its quest to rebuild the Lighthouse Keepersô Cottages 
and to increase access to the Lighthouse.  The Air Force and other regulatory and environmental require-
ments have been diligently pursued and accomplished, for the most part.  Our progress is due to the aggres-
sive and persistent efforts of Ginny Davis, the heart of our Foundation. Now that we are at this pivotal point, 
funding is the challenge.  Our critical need is a decision on how we go about this fundraising and who will 
lead this effort.   

We have so many loyal partners in our corner such as RZK Architects; Hensel Phelps; Robert Elliott, our 
Air Force point of contact for site plans; as well as our members and volunteers.  In the coming year we will 
be working to strengthen and broaden our Foundation Board in order to move forward toward our goals.   

We are still looking for a Newsletter Editor and a Keeperôs Closet Manager and hope one or more volunteers 
will step up and lend a hand. 

The resumption of the Lighthouse tours, which began in January 2016, has been a real boost to our visibility 
in the community and has resulted in an increased income stream from the Keeperôs Closet at the Lighthouse 
and occasional donations from SunWard Tours and the community. 

We sincerely thank all of you for your continued support. 

2016 Board of Directors 

RADM Bob Merrilees, President         Mrs. Dixie Sansom, Legislative Advisor 

Dr. David Paterno, President Emeritus & Grants       Mr. Shane Smith, Resource Support 

Mr. Rocky Johnson, Vice President & Constr. Liaison      Mrs. Yvonne Thornton, Membership & Speakers  

Mrs. Kathie Underwood, Treasurer         RADM Jim Underwood 

Ms. Sharon Crockett, Secretary          Ms. Jacquelyn Whittaker 

Ms. Carolyn Burby, Volunteer Coordinator        Advisors    

Mrs. Ginny Davis          Dr. Al Koller, Advisor 

Mr. Ron Ecker, FLA Liaison & Spec. Projects                  Dr. Sonny Witt, AF Liaison  

Dr. Maxwell King                       Mr. Tom Penders, AF Advisor 

Mr. Eric Kucera, Archivist               Lt Col Greg Lindsey, AF Advisor 

Mrs. Bev Merrilees, Keeperôs Closet        Attny. Chris Broome, Advisor 

Mr. Jim Roche, Security Advisor 
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CCLF MEMBERSHIP/VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION EVENT 

On Saturday, June 11, 2016, the Cape Canaveral Lighthouse Foundation held an event in appreciation of its 
members and volunteers.  The mid-day Bar-B-Q  was attended by approximately 65 members and volun-
teers, as well as a few guests, and was held at the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) Station at Port Canaveral. 

Vice President Rocky Johnson opened the meeting with a warm welcome, and a brief summary of the vision 
for the Lighthouse Foundation.  He also offered some ñfood for thoughtò as he reminded us of the history of 
the Lighthouse, its importance to mariners, and the vital role it will play in the future -- and how we need to 
nurture that role. 

Our President, Bob Merrilees, thanked the Commanding Officer for graciously hosting our event and said a 
few words about the Foundation, and how much its members and volunteers are appreciated. 

Station Commanding Officer, CWO David Ladomirak gave us a brief summary of the responsibilities and 
capabilities of the USCG Station at Port Canaveral, and attendees were invited to take a tour of the CG Cut-
ter Vigilant, a 210-foot medium endurance cutter, homeported at Port Canaveral since 1990.   

Carolyn Burby, recently appointed Volunteer Coordinator for the Lighthouse Foundation, extended a person-
al thank you to all those who have so willingly and enthusiastically given of their time and talents.  She not-
ed, ñWe appreciate everything you do for us, and I think I can speak for the entire Board when I say that your 
efforts have not gone unnoticed.  None of our goals could be accomplished without you.ò  

Various door prizes were given out, and attendees were delighted to receive several restaurant gift cards, one-
night stays at local hotels, community theatre tickets, tote bags and thermal pouches. 

Lunch followed and was catered by Sonnyôs BBQ, which provided pulled pork, chicken, mac ónô cheese, 
coleslaw and baked beans.  Chocolate chip cookies were provided by DoubleTree by Hilton Cocoa Beach. 

A special finale to the afternoon event was a Delta IV Heavy rocket launch 
just as attendees were beginning to depart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to volunteer, Bill Jelen, for 

sending above photo and for donating 2 

copies of his book ñWe Report Spaceò 

for door prizes. 
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 The Cape Canaveral Lighthouse Foundation encourages its members and volun-
teers to patronize the following businesses that provided door prizes for the event 

 

Andreiôs Restaurant 

Applebeeôs 

Baja Chowder & Seafood 

Bonefish Grill 

Branoôs Italian Grill 

CCLF Keeperôs Closet 

Cocoa Village Playhouse 

Country Inn & Suites 

Dixie Crossroads 

Fishlips Waterfront Bar & Grill 

Floridaôs Fresh Grill 

Grills Restaurant 

Millikenôs Reef 

Port St. John Veterinary Hospital 

Radisson at the Port 

Rustyôs Seafood & Oyster Bar 

Seafood Atlantic 

Squid Lips 

Therese Roche, Independent Consultant, Thirty One 

Gifts 

 

 

  


